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Powers, followed at first the neutral policy of his
predecessor, and even permitted the Turks to convey
provisions across his country to their garrison, at
Niksic. .But it was again found itnpossible to. check-
the fervour of the mountaineers.- Frontier incidents
occurred, and O-mar Pasha proclaimed, the blockade
of-the Principality. - Early in 1862 he declared, war
against Montenegro, and his army entered the cpuntry
in three divisions. Diplomatic protests were in vain,
and the Prince's father and father-in-law lost no time
in taking the field. The valley of the Zeta, always
the weakest point of Montenegro's natural defences,
was the principal theatre of the war. Mirko per-
formed prodigies of valour, and his heroic defence
of the Upper Monastery of Ostrog with twenty-six
men, and his subsequent march to Cetinje with the
loss of a single soldier, may be compared with the
futile attempts of the Turks to capture that monastic
stronghold a century earlier, when thirty men success-
fully held the shrine of St. Basil and the ledge of rock
beneath it, against an army of thirty thousand. No
one who has ever visited Ostrog will doubt the possi-
bility of these marvellous feats. The only means of
dislodging a well-provisioned garrison is to smoke
them out of this hole in the rocks, and the Prince is
fond of telling how on this memorable occasion his
father came out of it tc as black as a coal" In- a
pitched battle near Rjeka, Mirko, with a mere handful
of men, held a large force of Turks at bay, sustaining
his strength for a whole day on nothing more sub-
stantial than a few pears. Even lads of twelve and
thirteen shouldered a rifle, and the Prince's sister